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very well be interpreted to mean that the Eastern Algonkin system is a 
broken-down system which once had exogamous clans. In fact I think 
most people will agree that that is the more probable explanation; at 
least it agrees with Morgan's statement which after all cannot be dis- 
regarded, especially when it is in line with the facts. 

Wm. Hubbs-Mechling 
Exeter College, Oxford 

Note on Loewenthal's "Der Heilbringer in der irokesischen 

UND DER ALGONKINISCHEN RELIGION." ' 

In the first part of Zeitschrift fur Ethnologic for 1913, pp. 65-82, Dr. 
John Loewenthal has an extensive article with the above title. The 
undersigned feel that Herr Loewenthal should be highly commended 
for his diligence as shown by his very great command of the literature 
on the subject. At the same time the Iroquoian and Algonquian 
etymologies given are practically all wrong. The fundamental error 
has been that the writer has seized on this and that morphological 
element to bolster his case without due consideration whether such 
elements can occur in the positions desired, or whether synthesis of such 
elements holds good universally. In point of fact, though both Iro- 
quoian and Algonquian may be analytically reduced to the constituent 
grammatical elements, yet synthesis of such elements is restricted, not 
free. 

Truman Michelson, 

J. N. B. Hewitt. 
BxniEAU OF American Ethnology, 
Washington, D. C. 



' Printed with permission of the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution. 



